I would like to say a special thanks to all members of the editorial board, the reviewers and authors for your support, contribution to peer review and submission of manuscript, during the year. I believe the journal should belong to all the members and I believe all the members should feel proud of their contributions and their association with the journal. The success and development of the journal depends on your support and contribution.
I do wish 2012 will also be a good year for IBE and this is borne out by all indicators. The impact of IBE has been improving very well -the Impact Factor (IF) for 2011 is 1.813; which is the average of citations in 2009 and 2010. The indication by counting up the citations shows that the IF for 2012 (average of 2010 and 2011) will be even better and will exceed 2. The IF for 2010 (average of 2008 and 2009) was 0.634; IF for 2009 was 0.698 and IF for 2008 was 0.629.
The journal has been improving steadily, from a relatively low quality journal to an established journal during the 15-year editorialship of Dr John Hoskins who finally retired by the end of 2009. I have been looking through all the journals since the beginning of 1992. My opinion is that the quality of the journal improved after the transfer of the publication right to SAGE in 2003 and again improved significantly since 2008/2009. I also believe the quality of the journal has again improved dramatically since I inherited the editorialship. I do try to make sure that the reputation and quality of the journal are maintained and I, like John before me, spent a lot of my time editing papers to make sure the journals are acceptable for publication. The quality of our journals depends really on the content of your submission; and the peer review controls the quality of our publication.
The rejection rate is now about 60% comparing to 30% before I became the editor and the submission rate has also more than doubled (almost trebled) since 2009. The increase in the submission of papers has caused us a problem as we need to accommodate all the accepted papers. The journal is limited by a maximum of 96 pages (average, about 9.5 papers). There are just too many papers, a lot more than we can publish. From 2012, this year, we will increase the number of pages to 112 per issue and we will further increase the pages to 128 in 2013. The increase in the volume of the issues is necessary to reduce the congestion in the production flow of the journals and hopefully will reduce the waiting time for some of the papers.
Since I became the editor, I have made many changes. The journal now is very different to the one I took over.
The members of the editorial board are now consisted of internationally established experts from university academies, governments' agencies and construction and environmental consultancy companies in Europe (UK, Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Demark, Belgium and Poland), America (USA and Canada), China, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Singapore and Malaysia. I have removed the majority of the old editorial board membersmost of them are not really very relevant (due to the changing emphasis of IBE) and some are not academic enough and some were not contributing to peer review for the journal. I have also made the scope of the journal a lot clearer in the new guidelines for authors. We now publish a Special Issue on Sustainable Healthy Buildings once a year. The International Society of the Built Environment (ISBE) and Brunel University have been planning a biyearly publication of selected papers from the International Conference on Sustainable Materials and Built Environments. We are hoping to publish the papers in a Special Issue-Supplement. We have published a Special Issue in 2009 (Vol. 19(5)) from selected papers from Strategies for a Low Carbon Built Environment (LCUBE) conference organised by COST 23 Action. In future, I hope we will have further opportunities to publish other Special issue Supplements from workshops and conferences held by European Collaborative Actions, Solaris and others. The organisers of Solaris 2011 requested IBE to be a media partner for their publication of conference papers.
I, together with SAGE, have introduced the new electronic submission system -SAGETrack. This took a while to set up but is now running smoothly and efficiently. The introduction of SAGETrack was one of the first changes I discussed with SAGE since I took over the editorial office. It was introduced in September 2010. I have also recruited an Assistant Editor, Dr Yan Cheng of Xi'an Jiaotong University, who has been helping me with the processing of journal submissions in SAGETrack.
There is also the On-line First publication, which I believe has been a success since I took over the editorialship. The On-line First allows publication of papers that has been typeset and approved ahead of hard copy publication. This has been a significant improvement especially since we have a change of Production Editor, Sweety Singh, who has been working with me since autumn, 2010.
Last year, I have introduced the nomination of the Best IBE Papers of the year Award.
I have asked the editorial board members to submit nomination of their favourite paper published in 2011 issues, based on the following criteria:
. The potential future applicability of the research paper in building design, urban planning, regulations and standards and developments. . The potential impact of the paper in academic learning. . Relevance of the paper to the current interest in global development; e.g. sustainable development and indoor environmental quality issues. . Quality, originality and scientific merit of the paper. Although the most-read papers may not necessarily be the ''Best papers,'' these do represent ''potential impact'' and we should take note of the readers' preferences. The nomination of the best paper by the editorial board members would indicate the academic quality and current interest of the paper. I have excluded papers that were authored or co-authored by me for the Best Papers nomination. I have also devised the following system for scoring the papers:
25% -Most read (top 25) 45% -Editorial board nomination (1 member, 1 vote) 30% -Editor's choice
The top four papers with the most score are the Top IBE Papers of the Year, 2011. Table 1 shows the nominations by the editor and the editorial board members.
There have been some very good papers published during 2011, and I am sorry for not being able to select some of the other papers. There are papers that are good and innovative in academic research or survey of environmental parameters, but they are not as relevant to the global developments or would not produce the impact as compared to the papers nominated.
In conclusion, I believe we are building a successful journal on subject areas that are of global interest to governments as well as academics and consultants. I know we are moving in the right direction and I know we need to still improve. I believe we should value ''quality'' in pursue of knowledge transfer of research, designs and development; this should be the legacy of our journal. 
